
A very professional Civil Engineer who had a passion for excellence, for learning all his life 
and the joy of imparting up-to-date knowledge to his colleagues.

Tallinn, Estonia

Arvo Tinni; industry tributes 2023
The celebration of an outstanding career



The following is a collection of tributes to Arvo gathered 
from various industry groups with which he was associated.

From Arvo:

The gems of wisdom which have formed the principles by which I have lived:

Arvo Tinni AM
RFD, BE, FIEAust, AIArbA, CPEng

Member, Order of Australia (AM) 2015

“For significant service to engineering through contributions to the road construction sector, as an 

industry leader, innovator and mentor”.

Order of the White Star from the President of the Republic of Estonia 2011

As a distinguished Engineer for services to the Estonian Community and engineering technology

Reserve Forces Decoration (RFD) 1986

Fifteen years continuous service as a Commissioned Officer in the Army Reserve (RAE Royal 

Australian Engineers)

John Shaw Medal, Roads Australia (RA) 2010

RA’s most prestigious Award. For outstanding service to road transport in Australia.

Honorary (Life) Member, Australian Society for Concrete Pavements (ASCP) 2011

The first to receive this honour





The Roads Australia tribute on LinkedIn was endorsed by the 

following people:





It is with great sadness The Australian Society for Concrete Pavements announces the passing of Arvo Tinni. 

Arvo was the first Honorary Member of the Australian Society for Concrete Pavements. He was an epic man, a giant in physique, personality and 

achievement.  Known to many as the “big fella”.  One of the foremost road engineers in Australia in the second half of the 20th century.  He achieved 

excellence at both strategic and detail levels.





Clem Cawley

Unquestionably, during my 33 years with the DMR/RTA, the most memorable, personable and efficient engineer with 

whom I ever worked (and there were a few) was Arvo.

We shared time together at Ballina WO in the early 60s and we were delighted when he and Viva accepted the invitation 

to attend Maureen’s and my wedding in May 1962 at Mullumbimby. Some time later in the 70s when I was Stock Control 

Officer at Granville, we met up again at a couple of social functions at Metrop Constructions. And finally, in HO when as 

Principal Correspondence Officer I would seek out his sound advice on engineering matters in Ministerial 

Correspondence.

After the formation of the RTA, and in the lead-up to my “accepting” a redundancy package, I was given the task of 

coming up with a common uniform for Toll Collectors/Weight-of-Loads Inspectors/ex-DMT traffic Inspectors. There may 

have been other positions. Here’s where my memory fails me. I cannot be certain, but I think it was via Arvo that I 

reported on this project to Bernard Fisk. Not sure if it was ever completed.

The reason for the blurb above is that I will always hold the great man in high esteem …. (and) … I would be most 

appreciative if my recollections of, and my admiration for, Arvo could be passed on to his family.

John Hodgkinson

An epic man. A giant in physique, personality and achievement.

Doug Salkeld

Arvo was a Great Man in many ways.  A Great Engineer and a Great Military Person. I spoke to him on many occasions 

with the construction of the F5 through Campbelltown and South.  Commiserations to a Great Leader in his field.

John Cruickshank

The Big Fella made a big impact.



Mal Bilaniwskyj

He was a giant in the true sense of the word.  So much respect for him.  RIP

John Booth

A pre-eminent professional engineer both from a technical and managerial perspective. An inspirational leader, mentor and 

friend to many. Thank you Arvo for your part in my professional development, both in the DMR/RTA and the road construction 

and maintenance industry in general.  Vale Arvo Tinni

Ed Sancbergs

It is with much sadness I read your message on the passing of Arvo, a great man, a leader, a visionary, a 

family man and good human being.

I was lucky to have worked with him in Goulburn as his assistant and experience first hand his 

management skills in charting the National Highways upgrade program in the Division. His untiring 

approach to all the aspects of managing the various tasks was inspiring, done with the minimum of fuss.

The DMR was lucky to have him on board.

Vale Arvo.

Daniel Everett

RIP Arvo, big loss, great man.

Jon Lee

Arvo is great teacher to us.  My prayers to him and his family.

Paul Dalziel 

RIP Arvo, thanks for sharing your wealth of knowledge with us. 

Dean Yasseen 

RIP Arvo, you were a true leader in the industry! Always generous with your time 

to explain the intricacies of what you love - pavements !  Thank you ! 



Peter Bruce

We met in 1958 when he and I had to establish the DMR Works Office at Tooraweenah, for the sealing of the Newell Highway from Gilgandra to Coonabarabran. We met again in 

1963 when I joined the 21st Construction Regiment RAE as QM for 108 Plant Sqn. Arvo was then a Lt until he was appointed as OC 108 a few years later.  I served under him as QM at 

many annual camps including DOCRA at Singleton, Barromee Point, Port Stephens, Darwin 1975, and for a short time as ADJT, 21 construction regiment SR, when he was appointed as 

CO.  The final time of my service under him was at SME for the regimental construction of the Engineers’ Bridge.

A truly great person; my best wishes to all his family at this time.

Mike Ford

An icon in the industry. Vale Arvo.

Paul Gelston

A truly great and inspirational engineer. Vale Arvo

Lloyd Newman

I had a bit to do with Arvo during my 35 years with DMR/RTA and the Army Reserve. His 

technical and management skills have been deservedly well covered.

But he had a very human and compassionate side.  I well remember an after hours session at 

the Gundagai RSL Club one afternoon when there had been some sort of kerfuffle on the 

Hume Highway reconstruction job.  There was a bit of ‘duck-shoving’ going on – whose fault 

etc – with some veiled suggestion as to who might/should get the blame.  Arvo had done his 

homework on the issue and had a fair understanding of it.  He brought the conversation to an 

abrupt conclusion with “give him a break – he is just at the bottom of the learning curve”.  I 

have used the expression on a number of occasions since when the situation indicated an 

unreasonable accusation had been made.



Bob Sharpe

My first recollection of Arvo was my posting to the Metropolitan Construction Office in Granville in 

1970, where Arvo was the Works Engineer. My office was furthest from his and a summons was 

usually a bellow “…. get in here” or similar. However, the nature of the person meant that this 

summons was not taken as being derogatory. One of the things we quickly learnt from Arvo was to 

think outside the box and not be constrained by DMR practices in developing solutions. He was a 

gentle giant of a man and I can recall a meeting with a difficult property owner - Arvo used his size and 

conciliatory manner to turn the person into a happy camper.

Arvo was a progressive thinker and one thing he taught at Little Bay “Link bar Network Planning”  

which was a usable manual way of critical path planning and managing the progress of projects. This 

was before computers and provided an essential tool for project managers. This method was used as 

the key planning and management tool on the F4 Homebush to Mays Hill.

Arvo loved to get out onto the construction site, especially if there was machinery working nearby and 

diesel fumes were in the air. I can remember him visiting us on the second stage of the Berrima 

Bypass and taking him on a tour of the project, especially crossing the steep Bendooley Hill, which was 

interesting due to construction issues caused by significant water bearing layers.

With the requirement of contracting works on the National Highway network, Arvo was the one of the 

first to develop and train staff in contract management techniques. I valued this training 

immensely. Talking about contractors there was a story that on the initial Warringah Freeway works 

and in a dispute with a contractor Arvo’s daily diary was subpoenaed. He was asked to explain what 

the derogatory remarks meant that he had written in the margin during a phone call from the 

contractor.

Arvo’s early involvement with concrete paving included the Warringah 

Expressway project in the 1960s and then the modern era of concrete 

pavements from the 1970s. He remained actively involved throughout 

his life in subsequent developments of pavement design and 

construction technology. He was an enthusiastic industry advocate and 

educator in Australia and Estonia.



Michael van Koeverden

This is very sad news.  Arvo was a highly respected and experienced engineer and I feel very lucky to have known him.  Arvo’s knowledge of pavement 

concrete was extensive and whenever he spoke on a topic I always benefited from his wisdom and the insight he provided.

Arvo is a great man and will he surely missed by our profession.

Andrew Deck 

RIP big fella and condolences to your family.  Many fond memories of Arvo. His PIN’s (Paving 

Information Notes) were a wealth of knowledge; it was always exciting to get a new or updated one 

at a Paving Conference and see what part of the spec Arvo was challenging or clarifying this time! 

Sub base cracking probably my favourite one. I also recall myself and a few other young engineers 

dragging / carrying him along the corridors to his hotel room at 2am after far too many reds. A true 

legend. What a legacy you have left on the industry.

Matthew Bailey-Lawrence 

The Great Arvo Tinni, Rest In Peace 

Soheil Jahandari 

Sorry to hear about your loss

Geoff Ayton

Arvo's passing is a great loss to road engineering and to his many associates. NSW highway 

practices would have been markedly different without his long-term influence. He was a great 

DMR/RTA leader in a technical and managerial sense.  He stood up for truth and integrity 

regardless of the personal consequences and was a towering example to his staff and associates.  

His enormous influence as an advocate and educator of concrete pavements is well documented.

RIP Arvo. 

Steve Kiddle

Legend of the Roads Industry and a teacher of many young engineers. Many of us learnt a heap 

from him. RIP Arvo, it was always a pleasure.



John Booth 

I joined the Department of Main Roads in 1970 to undertake a Traineeship in Civil Engineering at the University of NSW.  During my periods of summer employment at various offices 

around the State, I realized that the DMR, like the University was very multicultural.  The organization had greatly benefitted from many professional people in Engineering and Science, 

educated at top European universities such as Prague, Budapest and Krakow, who fled to Australia after World War II and the DMR gave opportunities to them and their children.  Arvo 

Tinni had left Estonia as a child with little or no English and had completed his formal education in Australia.

I first met Arvo Tinni at the 1975 "Roadworks for Engineers" course at Little Bay.  Arvo was then the Resident Engineer supervising construction of the Warringah Expressway.  He 

exemplified the expertise and experience of the engineers and other departmental officers who lectured at these courses.  Arvo's session was on earthworks.  He also gave up his own 

time to attend and join in the later discussions over a drink.  Over the years I attended many other training courses where Arvo gave presentations on critical path programming 

techniques, pavement construction, project management, cost estimation and contract administration.  As well as passing on his expertise and experience, Arvo also demonstrated his 

unerring accuracy at chalk throwing to wake up any recalcitrant failing to pay attention.

Arvo inspecting paving work on the Tumblong Deviation, 1983.

Supplied by Bob McKay with the comment “Not hard to pick him out, even at that distance”.

Arvo was a great supporter of the ability of the DMR then RTA to compete with private 

contractors on cost and quality.  Arvo had undertaken a study on completed projects, 

which showed that the prime reasons for cost overruns were the failure to update 

estimates prior to construction commencing and the non-application of variations, due 

to changes in quantities and scope of work.

Once Arvo had met young engineers, he followed their careers and took an interest, 

whether you worked for him or not.  He was always someone you could approach for 

technical and other advice.  Arvo always remembered you.  I have heard many personal 

stories of Arvo going out of his way to help his staff with career or personal problems.

When Arvo left the RTA to join Tinni Management/Abigroup, it was a great loss to the 

authority and a major gain for private industry.  Many of us reassessed our career 

aspirations and some also left for better or worse.  At social get-togethers of ex 

DMR/RTA/RMS/TfNSW personnel, Arvo was always excellent company over a red wine 

or coffee; our conversations ranging from engineering, organizational restructures, 

international events, sport and current affairs.  He was a leader of men, who got 

respect, and he still had great respect for many people he had worked with over the 

years.  I asked him at one lunch how much private enterprise would have to pay for the 

expertise within the room; to which he replied "John, they wouldn't have a chequebook 

large enough".

Arvo Tinni was a great example of the immigrant success story, a great man in stature, 

intellect and ethics, a soldier, a professional engineer, leader, educator and mentor.  My 

sincere sympathies to Arvo’s wife Malle and son Alar and their families, relatives and 

friends.  Vale Arvo Tinni.



Honorary Membership of ASCP

- for outstanding contributions to the concrete pavement industry in Australia.

- nominations to be invited annually from members

- appropriate criteria might include:
 design contributions
 construction achievements
 research
 leadership

was awarded to Arvo in 2012; the first ever recipient.  The award is assessed on the following criteria:

ACPave – Australian Concrete Pavement Association

Founding member and Director (10 years)

ASCP – Australian Society for Concrete Pavements

Founding Director (to 2011)

ISCP – International Society for Concrete Pavements

4 years’ membership 

The following is a brief background to Arvo’s contribution at that time:

The following pages show highlights from the presentation award held on 26 March 2012.



Qualifications

 Bachelor of Engineering (Civil) - University of NSW, 1959

 Arbitrator - Institute of Arbitrators, Aust, 1990 

 CPEng - NPER 3

Employment Summary

1960 – 1989:  Department of Main Roads, NSW

1989 – 1990:  Roads and Traffic Authority NSW

1990 – 1995:  Statewide Roads, Sydney

1995 – 1997:  Tollaust Pty Ltd, Sydney

1997 – 2011:  Abigroup Contractors Pty Limited

Arvo Tinni  RFD, BE, FIEAust, AIAArbA, CPEng 

 Works Engineer, Ballina

 Works Engineer, Yass

 Resident Engineer, Warringah Expressway

 Works Engineer, Metropolitan Construction Works Office, Granville

 Construction Engineer, Metropolitan Division, Sydney

 First Assistant, Outer Freeways Construction Division

 Divisional Engineer, Newcastle 

 Divisional Engineer, Goulburn *

 Chief Engineer, Services 

 Chief Engineer, Roadworks 

 Chief Engineer, Operations 

 Director – Priority Projects 

DMR/RTA  1960 - 1990

* Superintendent:  18 concurrent major contracts

















 Outstanding service to road transport in Australia

 Annually since 1978, “only when the selection committee is

satisfied that a candidate merits pre-eminent industry recognition”.

 Arvo’s award was only the 14th in 32 years.





I would like to be remembered as:

“A very professional Civil Engineer who had a passion for excellence, for learning all his 

life and the joy of imparting up-to-date knowledge to his colleagues.

In his management and leadership roles, he had a very simple philosophy – to be always 

fair, firm and friendly. Everybody knew where they stood”.

Arvo Tinni  RFD, BE, FIEAust, AIAArbA, CPEng 

..... and an Honorary Member of the ASCP


